Phage typing--a useful tool in actinomycete systematics.
A total of 905 strains of several genera of the Actinomycetales were tested in respect to their sensitivity to genus- and species-specific actinophages. The results provided clear evidence that phage typing is a useful aid for the identification of actinomycetes. At the genus level, the specificity of actinophages has led to the correct placement of falsely identified strains, as well as to the rearrangement of genera. At the species level, however, phage typing has been less successful: only some actinophages are available so far, lysing strains (often not all) of one or a few related species (synonyms), e.g., of the genera Streptomyces and Amycolatopsis, as well as Saccharopolyspora.